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Large and Small 

BUSINESS 


Much of the “large business” this 
Bank handles was once small busi¬ 
ness. Much of the small business we 
now handle will one day be 
“large.” 


This Bank is too foresighted to 
undervalue the importance of the 
small transaction. 


Whether Savings Account, Loan, 
Trust or Investments—you are cor¬ 
dially invited to transact your busi¬ 
ness through this Bank—where it 
will be appreciated regardless of 
size. 


This bank grows with Monterey 
County. This branch will grow with 
Castroville. 




SAVINGS BANK. 

SERVING COUNTY 

COMMERCLVk^A ' 


CASTROVILLE 

Salinas —• Carmel — King City — Gonzales 


For Best Gasoline 
and Service 

B. Ostarello 

CASTROVILLE 

Richfield 

Texaco and 

MacMillen 

Gasoline and Motor Oils 

Auto Parts and Accessories 
Candies and Cigars 


Progressive Castroville Has Historic Past and Promising Future 



word | 

sketches of its various stores and 
shops and its business men and wo¬ 
men. 

Approaching from the north, one 
of the first attractions to tourists 
is Zeno’s cafo^ which specializes in 
French and Italian dinners. Always 
progressive, its proprietor, F. A. 
Zeno, is planning larger quarters 
and possibly some form of enter¬ 
tainment for diners. 

Across the street is the service 
station cf B. Ostarello, who has 
been filling gasoline tanks for three 
years. He estimates he has sold 
enough petrol to fuel an auto 1,000 
times around the earth. And Osta¬ 
rello thinks the auto parts and ac¬ 
cessories he has marketed would 
keep the car in repair during its 
trip. 
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DON’T 

Let if our feet defeat 
if our appearance 


P. LEGNIOLI 

Modern Shoe Repair Shop 

Shoes made like new 
with factory machinery 

SAVE the comfort of your old shoes 
and the price of new shoes. 

CASTROVILLE 


By A. C. JOCHMUS 

Juan B. Castro was born in the 
City of Monterey June 24, 1836 (St. 
John’s day). At the age of six he 
was bereft of his father. After 
completing his education in the 
Monterey schools, at his majority 
he took charge of his father’s 
ranch, which consisted of eight 
leagues of land. 

Mr. Castro was always a progres¬ 
sive and wide awake citizen and was 
one of the first to realize that de¬ 
velopment of the country depended 
on subdividing and settling the 
large ranchos. He laid out what is 
now the town of Castroville and was 
the first man in the county to cut 
up his holdings and offer induce¬ 
ments to settlers. 

The town improved rapidly until 
the railroad passed through it, after 
which it remained in statu quo for 
several years. In 1866 Castro es¬ 
tablished the Castroville Argus, 
which ranked among the leading 
papers of the interior part of the 
state. 

To the railroad company he do¬ 
nated the right of way and. forty 
acres of land for a depot. 

J. B. Castro was twice county 

(Continued on Page Five) 


Scenes in the Castroville cf today and people who link the 
present with the past. (1) New Castroville union grammar school 
completed in 1927 at cost of $85,000; (2) New Franco hotel 
just erected at cost of $50,000; (3) Street scene, showing por¬ 
tion of Castroville business district; (4) Home of Judge J. B. 
Castro and former home of his famous uncle, Juan Bautista 
Castro, founder cf Castroville; (5) Home of,Mrs. Catalina Cas¬ 
tro Bauman, niece of J. B. Castro. Lower, left to right, the late 
J. B. Castro, Viola Bauman, daughter of Mrs. Catalina Castro 
Bauman (above), Enrique Espinosa, great grandnephew of Jose 
Manuel Castro; Mrs. Josefa Castro Feliz, niece of J. B. Castro, 
and her daughter. Miss Arabella Feliz. — Herald Staff Photos. 


| Gambetta’s hardware store would 
i do credit to a town much larger 
than Castroville. J. F. Gambetta 
i has lived in the Castroville section 
! f6r 15 years and with the capable 
! assistance of Mrs. Gambetta has 
j conducted a hardware and plumb- 
! ing store for the past four years. 


Castroville Has Past Rich 
In History, Future Bright 
With Signs of Prosperity 


j McGowan’s garage offers an oasis 
j for the troubled motorist. Any kind 
| of car and all kinds of trouble are 
I fixed with excellent equipment in 
| the hands of skilled mechanics. W. 
! S. “Bill” McGowan is Castroville’s 
authorized representative for spark 
plugs, batteries and tires of na¬ 
tionally known makes. 


Castroville was founded in 1855, 
by the three qpns and two daugh¬ 
ters of Simeon Castro, alcade of 
Monterey from 1836 to 1838, a for¬ 
mer captain in the Spanish army, 
who was awarded a 60,000 acre 
grant bounded by the Gabilans, the 
ocean and the Pajaro and Salinas 
rivers, for his services. 

Following Simeon Castro’s death, 
the rancho passed into th& hands 
of his children, Juan Bautista Cas¬ 
tro, Manuel Castro, LeanctTff Castro, 
Maria Antonia Castro de Sanches 
and Juana Castro de Merritt. 

Taxes were high and the income 
from the huge ranch little. Bit by 
bit it was sold as bills piled up. Soon 
there were many ranchers in the 


neighborhood of the Salinas river 
cultivating the land that once had 
been part of the Castro grant. 

\ 

Town Is Founded 

Monterey was then the nearest 
town and a trip of about * forty 
miles was necessary whenever sup¬ 
plies were needed. Seeing that 
farmers were doing enough business 
in Monterey to support several 
stores the Castros founded the town 
of Castroville, building stores which 
were leased to merchants and do¬ 
nating the land for the Catholic 
church, the site on which it still 
stands. That, according to Maria 
Antonia Bach of Monterey, a grand- 
(Continued on page 5) 


Everyone in Castroville knows C. 
R. Phillips. While he now supplies 
radios to Castroville homes, he 
started in business 25 years ago 
with groceries and general mer¬ 
chandise—long before radios came 
into prominence. Phillips, however, 
still deals in general merchandise 
and groceries, his first loves. 


Hotel Franco, opened as a mod¬ 
ern hosteiry on July 24, replaced 
the old Italian-American hotel 
which was burned on December 31, 
1929. It is operated by Mrs. L. 
Franco, who has been a hotel pro¬ 
prietor in Castroville for seven 
years. Delicious luncheons and din¬ 
ners are served at the hotel. 

Hotel Franco was built at a cost 
of around $50,0C0. It has 18 mod¬ 
ern rooms and is cf brick construc¬ 
tion with stucco exterior. 


E. Frederick, Castroville’s Blue & 
White grocer, has been in the same 
(Continued on Page Five) 


Alla C. McCarthy 

Hardware, Plumbing and Lumber 
CASTROVILLE. CALIF. 


Telephone 1-J 


For a Real Treat 
come to 

CASTROVILLE 

and have dinner 


HOTEL FRANCO 


Our Italian Chicken Dinners 
are famous all over the county 


No need to phone your 
reservations — We’ve al¬ 
ways room for one more 
party. 


Noon Day Dinners—50c 


Italian Chicken 
Dinners $1.25 


Also 

a la Carte Service 


McGowan s Garage 

Automobile Repairing 


GOODYEAR TIRES 

CHAMPION SPARK PLUGS 

WILLARD BATTERIES 

Only National Advertised Products 

Castroville, Calif. 


E. FREDERICK 

General Merchandise 


HIGH QUALITY 
ilW PRICES 




Castroville, Calif. 

































































































































